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my hearty thanks for the zeal, alacrity, and courage mani-
fested by them on all occasions. We failed in accomplish-
ing one great purpose of our movement, the capturing of
Vicksburg, but we were part of a whole. Ours was but
part of a combined movement in which others were to
assist. We were on time. Unforeseen contingencies
must have delayed the others.

"We have destroyed the Shreveport road, we have
attacked the defences of Vicksburg, and pushed the attack
as far as prudence would justify ; and having found it too
strong for our single column, we have drawn off in good
order and good spirits, ready for any new move, A new
commander is now here to lead you. He is chosen by the
President of the United States, who is charged by the
Constitution to maintain and defend it, and he has the
undoubted right to select his own agents. I know that
all good officers and soldiers will give him the same hearty
support and cheerful obedience they have hitherto given
me. There are honors enough in reserve for all, and work
enough too. Let each do his appropriate part, and out
nation must in the erid emerge from this dire conflict, puri-
fied and ennobled by the fires which now test its strength
and purity."

It should be explained that Grant had not come up to
join in the demonstration against Vicksburg because, on
December 20th one of his subordinates had In a most dis-
graceful manner surrendered Holly Springs, with its
immense store of supplies, to the Rebels, The failure of
Sherman's expedition caused a great outcry against him
throughout the country, and he was charged with incapa-
city, how unjustly the simple narrative fully demonstrates-
Long afterward, when Vicksburg had finally been taken,
Grant officially declared ; " General Sherman's arrange-s part of a crew, or asg a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